A large number of digital images are stored on the Internet. From an educational perspective the fact that a vast number of images on a number of topics are readily available and are in some cases free is a very helpful thing. With the rapidly expanding nature of the net however, it is becoming increasingly difficult to search out and retrieve relevant images. The aim of this study was to analyze users' behavior during image retrieval exercises. Results revealed that users tend to follow a set search strategy: firstly they input one or two keyword search terms one after another and view the images generated by their initial search and after they navigate their way around the web by using the 'back to home' or 'previous page' buttons. These results are consistent with existing Web research.
readily available and are in some cases free is a very helpful thing. With the rapidly expanding nature of the net however, it is becoming increasingly difficult to search out and retrieve relevant images. The aim of this study was to analyze users' behavior during image retrieval exercises. Results revealed that users tend to follow a set search strategy: firstly they input one or two keyword search terms one after another and view the images generated by their initial search and after they navigate their way around the web by using the 'back to home' or 'previous page' buttons. These results are consistent with existing Web research.
Many of the actions recorded revealed that subjects' behavior differed depending on if the task set was presented as a closed or open task. In contrast no differences were found for the time subjects took to perform a single action or their use of the AND operator.
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1: Introduction
The number of images being stored in the Internet is increasing due to an increase in affordable digital recording devices, such as digital cameras and scanners. In order to effectively manage these digital images, an image album or an image fi ling system has become the subject of study. As the Internet grows so the task of image retrieval becomes more complicated. 
3: Method
20 undergraduate students participated in this study.
All were accustomed to using search engines on the Internet such as Google and Yahoo! We developed the image database based on previous research]. The number of images in this database was 1700 with the contents being varied. Subjects were shown an image and asked to retrieve it so that they could become accustomed to the system. We repeated this procedure twice with a different image on each trial. These initial tasks were labeled Task I-I and Task 1-2, respectively.
We then issued instructions to the subjects asking them to search for images that would be suitable for a "Summer Greetings Card"and to retrieve an image/s from the database. We did not impose a time limit on this exercise nor did we restrict the number of images that subjects could retrieve, this task was labeled Task 2. During both tasks subject's behavior was recorded on video.
Results
Categorization of Actions: Table I shows the ratio of subjects' actions. Process of Search: Table 2 shows the ratio of subjects' search processes. For set actions such as inputting a keyword or going back to a previous page no significant time differences in the execution of these tasks was found. We believe that this characteristic is not dependent on the task but is instead a personal characteristic. Kevwords of Search: Table 3 shows the ratio of subjects' keyword operations 
